
ARTICLE 22: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw, SECTION 12.1 
PURPOSE and SECTION 12.2 DEFINITIONS by removing these sections in 
their entirety and substituting the following, or take any other action 
relative thereto: 

 
12.1 PURPOSE 
 
12.1.1 This section is adopted for the regulation of signs, and advertising 

devices, within the town in order to protect and enhance the visual 
environment of Seekonk, by creating a balanced sign texture, 
diminishing any visual confusion, enhancing a particular building, or 
total streetscape, and stimulating responsible business activity.  This 
section shall also serve to protect and enhance the safety, 
convenience, and welfare of all residents, businesses and consumers 
alike, and to prevent and minimize damage to the environment. 

 
12.1.2 Any sign or advertising device hereafter erected or maintained shall 

conform to the provisions of this zoning by-law, and the provisions of 
the State Building Code, and any other by-laws, or regulations of the 
municipality.  The term “sign” shall include any advertising device. 

 
 

12.2 DEFINITIONS  
 
Abandoned Sign - Any sign associated with a use which has ceased operations 
for sixty (60) or more days and/or contains or exhibits broken panels, visible 
rust, visible rot, damaged support structures, missing letters, or which is 
otherwise dilapidated, unsightly, or unkempt shall be deemed an abandoned 
sign.  
 

   
 



 
 
Accessory Sign - A sign that provides information pertaining to, but that does 
not specifically identify a business, product or activity, including signs such as, 
"open," "closed," "VISA,"phone number, website, email or other similar 
information.  

 
 

 
Address Sign - A sign indicating the numerical location, or numerical and street 
location, of a particular property. 
 

 
 
Ad Step - Advertising placed on the riser or treads of stairs. 
 



 
 
Advertising Device - (excluding Balloon Signs)  
Any principally non-verbal device designed for advertising purposes, such as 
caricatures, animals, ice cream cones, arches etc. 
 

 
 
AdWalk - Advertising placed on or within a sidewalk. 
 

 
 
A-Frame Sign - A sandwich sign that is connected at the top or bottom. 
 



 
 
Animated Sign  - A sign employing actual motion, or the illusion of motion. 
Animated signs, which are differentiated from changeable signs as defined and 
regulated by this code, include the following types: 

1. Environmentally Activated: Animated signs or devices motivated by wind, 
thermal changes, or other natural environmental input. Includes spinners, 
pinwheels, pennant strings, and/or other devices or displays that respond to 
naturally occurring external motivation. 

2. Mechanically Activated: Animated signs characterized by repetitive motion, 
and/or rotation, activated by a mechanical system powered by electric 
motors, or other mechanically induced means.  

3. Electrically Activated: Animated signs producing the illusion of movement by 
means of electronic, electrical, or electrical-mechanical input, and/or 
illumination capable of simulating movement through employment of 
characteristics of one, or both of the classifications noted below: 

A. Flashing: Animated signs, or animated portions of signs whose 
illumination is characterized by a repetitive cycle in which the period of 
illumination is either the same as, or less than the period of non-
illumination. For the purposes of this ordinance, flashing will not be 
defined as occurring, if the cyclical period between on-off phases of 
illumination exceeds seven (7) seconds. 

B. Patterned Illusionary Movement: Animated signs, or animated portions of 
signs, whose illumination is characterized by simulated movement, 
through alternate, or sequential activation of various illuminated 
elements, for the purpose of producing repetitive light patterns designed 
to appear in some form of constant motion. 

 

     
 
Arcade - A series of arches supported by columns or piers, that may be 
attached to a wall or freestanding.  



 

 
 
Area of a Sign - The area of a sign shall be calculated by measuring the entire 
face of a sign including the advertising surface and any framing, trim or molding, 
but excluding supports which do not bear advertising. Where a sign consists of 
individual letters, symbols or multiple panels (i.e. a multiple faced sign), the area 
shall be considered to be the smallest rectangle which encompasses all the 
letters, symbols or panels. Only one (1) face of a double-faced sign shall be used 
in computing the area of that sign. 
 

 
 
Audible Sign - Any sign which emits a sound which is audible or emits a signal 
which can be converted into audible sounds, whether by radio or other means. 
 
Awning - Any device, fixed or retractable, of any material, which extends over 
or otherwise covers a sidewalk, courtyard, walkway, eating area, driveway, or 
other area or space whether that area or space is intended for pedestrians, 
vehicles or other purposes. Also known as a “canopy.” 

 
 



Awning Sign - Any sign that is a part of, attached to, or displayed on an 
awning, canopy or other fabric, plastic or structural protective cover over a door, 
entrance, window, or outdoor service area. 
 

 
 
Balloon Sign - A type of advertising device consisting of a bag made of 
lightweight material supported by helium, hot air, pressurized air, or other 
gaseous substance having a greatest dimension in excess of 24 inches, or 
containing more than four (4) cubic feet of air. 
 

 
 
Banner - A sign having characters, letters or illustrations applied to cloth, paper 
or fabric of any kind, with only such non-rigid material for backing or 
background, placed above or across a public or private street, or way, with the 
prior written permission of the Building Commissioner or designee, the Building 
Commissioner shall determine the terms and conditions for the use of such sign, 
including, but not limited to, dimensional and length of time of allowances. 
Neither flags nor awning signs are considered banners. 
 

 
 
Banners, Flags, Streamers with Logos – Includes other advertising features, 
or any other banners, teardrop banners, and flags not specifically identified.  Any 
fabric or similar flexible material containing distinctive colors or patterns attached 
at least one end of the material, usually to a staff or pole that contain distinctive 



colors, patterns, symbols, emblems, insignia or other symbolic devices. 
 

 
 
Banners, Flags, Streamers without Logos – Includes other advertising 
features, including “Open” Flags and unmarked flags or a non-commercial 
message. Any fabric or similar flexible material containing distinctive colors or 
patterns attached at, at least one end of the material, usually to a staff or pole, 
that contain distinctive colors, patterns, symbols, emblems, insignia or other 
symbolic devices. 
 

 
 
Barber Sign - Rotating barber poles. 
 

 
 
Beacon – A stationary revolving light that flashes or projects illumination, single 
color or multicolored, in any manner that is intended to attract or divert 



attention; not including any type of lighting device required or necessary under 
the safety regulations described by the Federal Aviation Administration or similar 
agencies. 
 

 
 
Billboard - A sign that directs attention to a business, product, service, or 
entertainment conducted, sold or offered at a location other than the premises 
on which the sign is located. 
 

 
 
Billboard - Portable - A sign designed to be readily relocated, that directs 
attention to a business, product, service, or entertainment conducted, sold or 
offered either on or off the premises on which the sign is located. Portable 
billboard signs also include signs on wheels, or on portable structures such as 
trailers, tent signs, and normal advertising placed on motor vehicles designed 
specifically to be used as mobile billboards. Portable billboard signs do not 
include A-Frame Signs, Sandwich Signs, Menu Signs, and V-Shaped Signs, but 
may include Changeable Copy Signs if they are not permanently attached to a 
structure.  
 

 
 
Building Commissioner -The Building Commissioner of the Town of Seekonk, 
or the Commissioner’s designee. 
 



Business Establishment - Any non-residential use, whether or not consisting 
of one (1) or more buildings. In a building with more than one (1) non-
residential tenant, each tenant shall constitute a separate business 
establishment. 
 
Building Front  -The portion of a building facing the road, or any portion of a 
building that has separate businesses, and separate egress and ingress for the 
public facing a parking lot, or another public way. 
 
Building Sign - Any sign attached to any part of a building, as contrasted to a 
ground sign. 
 

 
 
Canopy - A roof-like cover, often of fabric, plastic, metal, or glass on a support, 
that provides shelter over a doorway. 
 

 
 
Changeable Copy - Any lights, lettering, or images that may be electronically, 
or manually changed to form a sign message or messages. 
 

 
 
Changeable Sign  - A sign with capability of content change by means of 
manual, or remote input. Includes the following types:  

1. Manually Activated- Changeable sign whose message copy or content can be 
changed manually on a display surface. 



2. Electrically Activated: Changeable sign whose message copy or content can 
be changed by means of remote electrically energized on-off switching 
combinations of alphabetic, or pictographic components arranged on a 
display surface. Illumination may be integral to the components, such as 
characterized by lamps, or other light-emitting devices; or it may be from an 
external light source designed to reflect off the changeable component 
display. See also: Electronic Message Sign or Center. 

 

 
 
Commercial Message - Any sign wording, logo, or other representation that, 
directly or indirectly, names, advertises, or calls attention to a business, product, 
service, or other commercial activity. 
 
Construction Signs - A sign identifying an architect, builder, contractor, 
subcontractor, material supplier, financing entity, or others participating in 
construction, design or alteration on the property on which the sign is located. 
Said signs may also include a picture of the building under construction. 
 

 
 
Directional Signs - Any sign limited solely to directing both vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic within or setting out restrictions on the use of parking areas. 
 

 



 
Directional or Traffic Safety Signs with Logos - A sign identifying 
entrances, exits, parking areas or other operational features of premises, and/or 
providing directions for the safe and/or efficient flow of vehicular or pedestrian 
traffic. (Directional or traffic safety signs within public roadway layouts are 
governed by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation and Highways 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.) 
 

 
 
Directional or Traffic Safety Signs without Logos - A sign identifying 
entrances, exits, parking areas or other operational features of premises, and/or 
providing directions for the safe and/or efficient flow of vehicular or pedestrian 
traffic. (Directional or traffic safety signs within public roadway layouts are 
governed by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation and Highways 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.) 
 

 
 
Directory Sign - A sign which may be utilized by multiple business 
establishments occupying a single building with a shared public entrance. 
 



 
 
Display Surface  - The area of the sign measured by exterior dimension of 
established bordering available for the advertising message. 
 
Double-Faced Sign - A sign with two faces or panels, neither that is visible at 
the same time, and that, unlike a V-shaped sign, are directly back to back. 
 
Drive-through Menu Sign - A sign associated with drive-through windows or 
kiosks, and directed to drive-through traffic. 
 

 
 
Electronic Message Sign or Center - A sign on which the characters, letters 
or illustrations can be changed automatically, or through electronic or mechanical 
means. Electronic message centers exclude time and temperature signs. See also 
Changeable Copy Signs. 

 
 
 
Electric Sign - Any sign activated, or illuminated by means of electric energy. 
 
Entrance - A means of accessing a building. For the purpose of regulating 
signage the following are types of entrances: 



1. Public Entrance - An entrance to a single business establishment available for 
use by the general public during hours of operation. 

2. Principal Entrance - The primary public entrance to a single business 
establishment. 

3. Secondary Entrance - A public entrance to a single business establishment 
that is additional to the principal entrance. 

4. Shared Public Entrance - A common public entrance that provides access to 
multiple business establishments but does not directly access any single 
business establishment. 

 
Erect - To attach, build, paint, construct, reconstruct, alter, enlarge, or relocate. 
 
Externally Illuminated Sign - A sign illuminated by an external light source 
directed solely toward such sign. 

 
Facade of the Business Establishment - That portion of the building wall 
facing a street or containing a public entrance, which corresponds to the height 
and width of the interior space rented or owned by the tenant of the business 
establishment. 
 
Flag - Any fabric or bunting containing colors, patterns, or symbols used as a 
symbol of a government or other entity or organization. 
 

 
 
Flashing Sign - A sign that contains an intermittent or sequential flashing light 
source, but excluding changeable-copy signs, electronic message centers, 



animated signs or signs that, through reflection or other means, create an 
illusion of flashing or intermittent light.  
 

     
 
Free-Standing Ground Sign - A freestanding sign that is supported by one (1) 
or more uprights or braces that are in or upon the ground. 
 
 

 
 
Garage Bay Signs – Signs over the entry way to service bays at a gasoline 
station or garage. 
 

 
 
Government Signs - Any sign erected and maintained by a duly constituted 
government agency. 
 

 
 
Grade - Height above ground level as determined by the crown of the closest 
public road. 
 
Ground Sign - Any sign, supported by structures or supports that are placed on 
or anchored in the ground, independent from any building or other structure. 
 



 
 
Halo Lighting - Light showing from the back of, or from within a letter or 
graphic shape, out towards the surface that the letter or graphic is mounted on, 
without having any light visible through the face of the letter or graphic. 
 

 
 
Height of a Sign - The vertical distance including landscape features and 
mounding measured from the highest point of a sign to the grade. 
 

 
 
Historic or Commemorative Plaque -  Any sign or plaque indicating the 
name of a building, the date of erection and/or incidental information about its 
construction, also known as memorial signs or markers. 
 

 
 
Home Occupation Sign - An on-premises sign indicating a business, trade, 
occupation or profession conducted at the proprietor’s residence or within a 
structure accessory to the residence. 
 



 
 
Illegal Sign - A sign that does not meet the requirements of this code. 
 
Illuminated Sign - A sign lighted or exposed to artificial light either by lights on 
or in the sign or directed towards the sign including Halo Lighting, 
Direct/External Lighting, Indirect Lighting, Internal Illumination, Flashing or 
Intermittent Lighting. 
 

 
 
Indirect Lighting - Illumination by means of a concealed light source, whereby 
all devices are shielded from view by opaque or translucent materials, and 
including reflected lighting. 
 
Individually Lettered Sign -A sign made of separate and distinct lettering, 
promoting, or as part of the same message, the dimensions of which shall be the 
height of the tallest letter, and the width of all combined letters fully displayed. 
 

 
 
Institutional Use - For the purpose of this Section, shall mean any religious or 
educational use. 
 
Internally Illuminated Sign - A sign illuminated by an internal light source, 
utilizing translucent panels, canvas or other fabric, letters, devices or other 
similar components to create an image by allowing light to pass through. A 
“Reverse Lit” sign is not an internally illuminated sign. 



 

 
 
Ladder (Directory) Signs - A freestanding ground sign with two (2) vertical 
supports and two (2) or more crosspieces serving as individual signs. 
 

 
 
Location - No sign or any part thereof shall be within the layout of a public way 
or sidewalk or shall obstruct highway vision.   
No signs permitted or temporary shall be erected or placed on public property, 
unless exempted hereunder, including all municipal and all other allowed 
governmental signs, including all governmental street devices. 
 
Logo - A distinctive emblem, symbol or insignia identifying a particular product, 
service, business, activity or entity. 
 

 
 
Maintenance Sign - A sign identifying an architect, builder, contractor, 
subcontractor, material supplier or others participating in maintenance on the 
property on which the sign is located. 
 

 
 
Maintaining a Sign - The cleaning, painting, or repair or replacement of 
defective parts of a sign in a manner that does not alter the basic information, 
design or structure of the sign. 



 
Marquee - Any sign attached to a roof, side of building and extending 
perpendicular to a wall, or awning, which then projects over the entrance, or 
other portion of the building. 

 
 
Mechanically Activated Sign - Signs that have moving parts other than 
Barber signs. 
 
Menu Signs - A sign illustrating the menu or specials for an establishment. 
 

 
 
Moving Sign - Any and every sign, any part of which that is animated by 
mechanical or other means. 
 

 
 
Multi-Faced Sign - Any sign consisting of more than one (1) sign face. 
 



 
 
 
Municipal Signs- Municipal signs are exempt from the provisions of this section. 
 
Neon Signs - An illuminated sign containing a glass tube filled with neon, phosphors or 
other gaseous substance that is bent to form letters, symbols or other shapes. Exposed 
Neon Signs shall include tubes, and other materials that mimic neon such as fiber optic, 
that are visible either through exposed lighting on the sign face, or through transparent or 
translucent material from a light source within the sign. This includes said signs whether 
or not they are enclosed in a box or other framing material. 
 

 
 
Non-Conforming Sign - Any sign legally erected prior to the adoption of this section, or 
any amendment thereof, which does not conform to the requirements of this section or 
such future amendments 
 
Normal Grade - The lower of 1) existing grade prior to construction or, 2) the newly 
established grade after construction, exclusive of any filling, bermming, mounding, or 
excavating solely for the purpose of locating the sign. 
 
Off-Premise Signs - A sign that identifies or provides information pertaining to a 
business, lessor, lessee, service, owner, product or activity that is not located on the 
premises where such sign is located. 
 

 
 
On-Premise Sign - A sign which identifies or provides information pertaining to a 
business, lessor, lessee, service, owner, product or activity, which is located on the 
premises where such sign is located. 
 



 
 
Open House Signs – A sign promoting an “Open House”. 
 

 
 
Out-of-Store Marketing Device - An out-of-store marketing device is any facility or 
equipment which is located outside of a primary building on a site zoned for 
nonresidential uses, which is used for the primary purpose of providing a product or 
service without the owner’s or agent’s immediate presence, and which is manufactured to 
include a color, form, graphic, illumination, symbol, and/or writing thereon to 
communicate information regarding the product or service provided thereby to the public. 
Examples of out-of-store marketing devices include: fuel pumps, bank ATM units, vending 
machines, newspaper racks, drink machines, ice boxes, and phone booths. 
 

 
 
Painted Wall Sign -A wall sign that is applied with paint, or similar substance 
on the face of a wall; such sign shall be considered a wall sign for calculation 
purposes. 



 

 
 
Pennant - Any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material, whether or not 
containing a message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string, 
usually in a series, designed to move in the wind. Also known and referred to as 
a streamer. 
 

 
Permanent Sign - Any sign of a type and construction as not to be easily or 
readily removed, which, when installed, is intended for permanent use. Types of 
permanent signs include, but are not limited to, standing signs, wall signs, 
awning signs, and window signs. 
 
Portable Sign - A sign which is not permanently affixed to the ground or to a 
structure, including but not limited to signs on trailers which are parked in such a 
manner as to serve the purpose of a sign. 
 

 
 



Preexisting Nonconforming Sign - Any sign that conformed to the provisions 
of the Sign Code By-law, if any, at the time it was erected, but does not conform 
to the current requirements of this by-law. 
 
Projecting Sign - A type of wall sign which is perpendicular to the wall to which 
it is attached and projects away from such wall. 
 

 
 
Public Service Signs - A sign that exclusively promotes an activity or event of 
general interest to the community and that contains no advertising features. 
 

 
 
 
Real Estate Signs - Any sign that is used for the sale, lease or rental of real 
property. 
 



 
 
Residential Decorative Signs - A sign indicating a name for a residence at the 
premises, and not advertising any products or services. 
 

 
 
Residential Identification Signs - A sign indicating a name for a residence at 
the premises, and not advertising any products or services. 
 

 
 
Regulatory or Safety Signs - A sign that provides directions or regulations for 
the safe and legal conduct of activities on the premises. 
 

 
 
Reverse Lit  - A type of sign and/or sign illumination using an opaque face and 
sides, generally constructed of aluminum, and a clear polycarbonate back or no 
back. Light does not pass through the face of the sign, but rather comes out of 
the back of the sign and is cast off the wall behind the sign, thereby creating a 
silhouette of the outline of the sign face. Also known and referred to as “Reverse 
Back Lit”, “Halo”, or “Halo Lit” sign or sign illumination. 



 

 
 
Roof Sign - Any sign erected and constructed above, or projecting above, the 
lowest point of the eave or the top of a parapet wall of any building, or which is 
painted, or otherwise attached, or affixed to a roof. 
 

 
 
Sandwich Board Signs - A self-supporting, double-paneled sign, whose panels 
are not parallel but that are connected along one (1) edge and separated along 
the opposite edge. If connected on a side edge, it is a V-shaped sign. If 
connected at the top or bottom, it is an A-frame sign. 
 

 
 
Seasonal -The regular cyclic seasons of the year, whether winter, spring, 
summer or fall; or special “holiday seasons” such as Christmas, Easter etc. 
Unless otherwise specified, seasonal shall refer to the normal summer tourist 
season – generally the time period between Easter and Columbus Day. 
 



 
 
Seasonal Display - An outdoor display for the purpose of celebration of the 
holidays, or seasons.  
 

 
 
Seasonal Sign - A Temporary Sign used by a business that operates on a 
seasonal basis 
 

 
 
Special Purpose Sign - A sign giving warning, prohibition or instruction, such 
as “no hunting”, “no turning”, “no trespassing” or “beware of dog”. 
 



 
 
Subdivision Lot Plan Sign - A sign depicting the lot plan of a subdivision. 
 

 
 
Subsidiary Sign - A sign that is attached to and smaller than another sign. 
 
Sign or Advertising Device -Any permanent or temporary device, billboard, 
placard, painting, drawing, poster, letter, word, banner, striping, denoting a 
particular firm, pennant, insignia, trade flag, article, object, or other 
representation used as an advertisement, announcement, direction, calling 
attention to, or indicating and identifying any premises, firm, person, or activity, 
whatever the nature of the material used, and manner of composition or 
construction, and used to communicate information of any kind to the public. 
 
Sign Face - That part of a sign that is or can be used for the purpose of 
advertising, identification or conveying a message. 
 
Sign Officer, Sign Committee, or Designee - Individuals appointed by the 
Board of Selectmen to represent the Board. The Sign Officer or designee is 
responsible for permitting signs and enforcing compliance.  
 
Sign Permit - A permit issued by the Building Commissioner for the erection, 
construction, display, removal, enlargement, alteration, repair or improvement of 
any sign.  
 



Sign Structure  - The support, uprights and braces of any sign and display 
area, term use, containing no reflecting elements, flags, or projections and 
which, when erect, stands at a height not greater than six (6) feet. Sandwich 
board signs shall be considered to be a type of standard informational sign. 
 

 
 
Standard Informational Sign - A sign with no one side consisting of an area 
greater than six (6) square feet, with a sign face made for short term use, 
containing no reflecting elements, flags, or projections and which, when erect, 
stands at a height not greater than six (6) feet. Sandwich board signs shall be 
considered to be a type of standard informational sign. 
 
Standing Sign - A permanent sign erected on or affixed to the ground and not 
attached to a building. 
 

 
 
Temporary Sign – Any sign, banner, valance or advertising display, intended to 
display either commercial or non-commercial messages of a transitory or 
temporary nature. Portable signs, or any sign not permanently embedded in the 
ground, or not permanently affixed to a building or sign structure that is 
permanently embedded in the ground, are considered temporary signs. Ok with 
additions. 
 



 
 
Time & Temperature Signs - A sign or portion thereof that is designed to 
illustrate the current time and temperature. 
 

 
 
Under Canopy Sign – A sign suspended beneath a canopy, ceiling, roof or 
marquee. 
 

 
 



Vehicle Signs - Signs on or affixed to a bus, car, boat, trailer or other 
motorized vehicle.  A sign on an inoperative vehicle or on a vehicle that is 
not used in the activities of the business and parked on public or private 
property with the primary purpose of providing advertisement of products 
or directing people to a business or activity located on the same or near 
by premises. This provision is not intended to prohibit signs painted upon 
or applied directly to a vehicle that is actively used in the regular function 
of a business, as long as it is parked within a legal parking space on the 
site. 
 

 
 
Vending Machine Sign - A Sandwich Sign that is connected at a side edge, 
with two panels, neither of which is visible at the same time, and that unlike a 
double-faced sign, are not flush or parallel. 
 

 
 
V-Shaped Signs - A Sandwich Sign that is connected at a side edge, with two 
panels, neither of which is visible at the same time, and that unlike a double-
faced sign, are not flush or parallel. 
 

 



 
Wall Sign - A permanent building sign not considered to be a roof sign, window 
sign, temporary sign, temporary window sign, or directory, attached to or 
erected and confined within the limits of an outside wall of any building or 
structure, which is supported by such wall or building. Wall signs may be 
mounted parallel or perpendicular to a wall, subject to the requirements herein. 
 

 
 
Wall or Fascia Sign – A sign that is in any manner affixed to any exterior wall 
of a building or structure, and that projects not more then eighteen (18) inches 
from the building or structure wall. Also includes signs affixed to architectural 
projections that project from a building, pro façade, or to the face, or faces of 
the architectural projection to which it is affixed, provided the copy area of such 
signs remains on a parallel plane to the face of the building. 
 
Window Sign - Any sign attached, painted or otherwise similarly affixed directly 
to the glass surface of a window or door, either inside or outside the building, 
and designed to be visible from the exterior of the structure. 
 

 
 
Yard or Garage Sale Signs - A sign advertising a yard, barn or garage sale. 
 

 
 

 
  Submitted by:  Board of Selectmen 
 



 Board of Selectmen Recommends -  
 Finance Committee Recommends –  
 Planning Board Recommends -  
 

Motion 22: Moved that the Town vote to vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw, SECTION 
12.1 PURPOSE and SECTION 12.2 DEFINITIONS, as presented in the 
warrant for this Town Meeting. 

 
 
ARTICLE 23: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw, SECTION 12.7 

TEMPORARY SIGNS by removing it in its entirety and substituting the 
following, or take any other action relative thereto: 

 
12.7 TEMPORARY SIGNS 
There shall be no temporary or permanent special promotion signs, 
banners, streamers, or placards erected, suspended, pasted or affixed in 
any manner outdoors or on the building exterior of premises in any of the 
zoning districts. All temporary signs require a permit from the 
Building Commissioner.  Any sign displaying noncommercial 
speech shall be exempt from this provision. 

12.7.1 Unless otherwise regulated by specific provisions of this section, 
or elsewhere in this article, a temporary sign shall require a 
permit, but is subject to all applicable regulations; i.e. size, 
illumination. 

12.7.2 Such signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. 

12.7.3 No two or more such signs of the same language shall be closer 
than five hundred (500) feet apart on land in contiguous 
ownership. 

12.7.4 Seasonal - The regular cyclic seasons of the year, whether 
winter, spring, summer or fall, or special “holiday seasons” such 
as Christmas, Easter etc. Unless otherwise specified, seasonal 
shall refer to the normal summer tourist season – generally the 
time period between Easter and Columbus Day  

12.7.5 No temporary sign shall be placed above the highest outside wall 
of the building. 

12.7.6 No balloon may be elevated higher than the sign height 
restrictions applicable to the district within which it is to be used.   

12.7.7 All such temporary signs as herein described shall meet the 
approval of the Building Commissioner regarding safety of 
construction, placement, mounting and lighting. By written notice 
specifying the corrections needed, the Building Commissioner 
shall order the immediate action of the displayer to either make 
the corrections or remove the sign. If immediate action is not 
taken, the Building Commissioner may, at his/her own initiative 
or with the enlisted aid of any other Town Department take the 
necessary steps to lawfully remove the sign.   

 
12.7.8 All such temporary signs as permitted in this section shall be 

permitted on the same premises for a period of not more than 
sixty (60) consecutive calendar days; and, in no case shall the 
temporary sign be permitted for a period to exceed 120 days in 



any one period of 365 days in the same calendar year. At the 
end of the period of permitted use, the sign shall be removed by 
the initiative of the company, organization, individual, or their 
agents, as indicated by the displayed information. No sign 
bearing the same or similar message or information may be 
displayed in its place. 

 
  Submitted by:  Board of Selectmen 
 
 Board of Selectmen Recommends -  
 Finance Committee Recommends –  
 Planning Board Recommends -  
 

Motion 23: Moved that the Town vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw, SECTION 12.7 
TEMPORARY SIGNS, as presented in the warrant for this Town Meeting. 

 
 
 


